Appendix 4
Freeschool Court Church
 Online Safety
 Online safety is the collective term for safeguarding involving the use of electronic devices and applications to communicate and access the Internet. 
 
Guidelines for Church Workers
• Generally, maintain good and open relationships with parents and carers regarding communication with them and their children. 
• Use an appropriate tone: friendly, but not over-familiar or personal.
• Be clear and explicit about information that you need to share; don’t abbreviate or shortcut your communications.
 • Be cautious in your communications with children to avoid any possible misinterpretation of your motives or any behaviour which could be construed as grooming. 
• Do not share any personal information with children, or request or respond to any personal information from a child other than that which might be appropriate as part of your role. 
• Only contact children for reasons related to the work of the church and retain an electronic record.
• Respect a child’s right to confidentiality unless abuse/harm is suspected or disclosed. 
• Email should only be used to communicate specific information. (e.g. times and dates of events). It should not be used as a relationship building tool. 
• Email history should be kept.

  Consent for photographic images and videos online
 • Photographs that include children will be selected carefully and will endeavour to prevent children being easily identified. 
• Children’s full names will not be used on the website in association with their photographs.
 • Parental consent will be sought before any images are taken or displayed and images will only be used for the specific purpose for which permission was sought for and how the image will be stored if not destroyed. If the intention is to use an image on the internet this must be clearly stated, and further permission must be acquired if an image is to be used in a way not originally stated. 
• Use of images will reflect diversity of age, ethnicity and gender of the activity. 
• Live streaming of events must be clearly advertised in advance and where children are involved permission should be sought in line with the photographic guidelines. 

